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Liberty to Learn  
Liberty to SPEAK! 

The National Title I Association is dedicated to improving and 
implementing the Title I program so that more children reach their 

academic potential. 
 



Liberty to Learn  
Liberty to SPEAK! 

The U.S. Dept. of Education is dedicated to program improvement 
for At-Risk Students, Drop Out Prevention, Comprehensive Reform 

(SEC 1002) & Funding (SEC 1003) 
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The Project was Born  
Spruce Elementary 

School 
K-6 

Title 1 School 
77% free/reduced 

lunch 
98% white population. 

Sheely Farms Elementary 
School 

K-8 
Title 1 School 

94% free/reduced  
lunch 

92% Hispanic population. 



Formerly Known as:   
Stories from the Playground 

#weleadby  

@isterlingn 



#WeLeadBY  
#LetStudentsSpeak 

@isterlingn 



@isterlingn 

#LetStudentsSpeak       #weleadby  
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AGENDA 
Part 1: Why Student Voice is Relevant and Matters! 

Part 2: Student Voice in Action!  

Part 3: Now What?  



Part 1: Why Student Voice is 
Relevant and Matters!  



The Importance of “Turf” 



Activators   vs.     Mufflers 

VOICE 



The Concept of 
Healthy Treason 



Perception is the Missing Link  

34% 

33% 

33% 

School Data 

Perception Achievement Demographic



Part 2: Student Voice in 
Action 



Why “Narrativize” Stories? 

Historicizing 
Student Voice = 
Poetry, Narrative, 
Text. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aS1esgRV4Rc


Relationships  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwinwu_UntXWAhXj5lQKHRkBDTUQjRwIBw&url=http://mom-espeace.deviantart.com/art/Creepy-Skull-Guy-png-stock-566543064&psig=AOvVaw2Z88abGTJqyly44oeQ42Bt&ust=1507147087476253


Instruction  



Programming Decisions   



What is  
interesting about 
rules is that for 
every rule that 

we create, there 
is always a really 

good reason  
to break it. 



Policies, Procedures, Rules 
 
If I get suspended from something I did wrong 
at the prom, why am I not allowed to attend 
graduation?  Why . . . because graduation takes 
place within the 5 day suspension that I 
received so I’m not allowed to be on school 
property or attend school events, according to 
the discipline policy?   

--Dana Thompson, Grade 12 12 



Diversity & Individuality  
My position is that I would like to have 
access to the nurse’s office lavatory where 
there is one toilet inside a locked door that 
can be used by male, female, or any LGBTQ 
student. 
        
 --Stewart Niles, Grade 11 



Part 3: Now What?  



Activation VOICE 
LEADERSHIP  

SPORTS  

LGTBQ 

MOTIVATION  

SCIENCE  

INNOVATION   

SOCIAL STUDIES  

MATH  

LITERACY  

ASSESSMENT   

LEARNING   

PROGRAMS  

DISCIPLINE  
ASSEMBLIES  

FIELD TRIPS  

FUNDRAISERS 

GRADING   

CONFERENCES  



Time Is An Excuse  



What can we learn from Moneyball? 
 
 







We carry out data collection audits for Title 1 Schools. 

We assist in facilitating data collection processes and 

reporting. 

We link data collection (including student voice) to REAL outcomes 

(achievement, reform, cultural change). 

We present to School Boards. 

We train entire school staff. 

www.letthemspeak.net  

http://www.pushboundconsulting.com/
http://www.letthemspeak.net/


Let’s continue our conversation . . .  
We are headed down to the book store! 


