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Fostering Opportunities

An educational stability program serving Jefferson County youth through
(ase management, direct support and multi-systemic collaboration




Educational Stability

The opportunity for students to have a consistent, predictable learning environment

ALL students deserve to:
» Know what to expect during the school day
» Have their educational needs met '

« Feel connected to the school community
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Student Check-In Sheet | ==

How do you feel whenvouare st | (7 o\ | (5 3 | (o0 AA
Weekly monitor for: po—— N P P =

’ =~ | &=
% Feelings at school Tk @Y | 69 | () | @2
% Feelings at current residence e | @) | 69 | () | @2
% Relationship with primary teacher
< Availability of trusting adult - _

e T




Teacher Rubric

% Completed monthly with primary teacher

Monitor academic progress and behavior

Monthly reports to support team

Date:

Teacher: School:
Indicators ] 1 2 3
f‘j{d“ 3 E“E”d‘s Attends Attands Attends Attands
Attendance | “55597 ° Eauer 0%-49% 50%-69% 70%-25% 50-100%
of class. of ciass of class. of ciass
Comment:
Studant completes
Grades/ al assignments on | Rsrely ornavar Occasionslly Frequentty submits. Consistentry
Schoolwork | tme, to the bestof | susmits work submits work work submits work
their shilty.
Comment:
S Studentparicipsies | Rarely ar never Sometimes | Ususly partivipsies | Cansistentty | [
Participation in class. participates in class | paric
‘Spacific Behaviors Consistently | Frequenty | Occasionally | Rarely
Comment:
Excessive aggression or violence towards self o 1 2 3
Excessive aggression or violence towards others 0 1 2 3
Student scts con
Classroom responsioly snd d\'H\:nf:trTh‘ d‘;'su‘ Hyperactivity, distracfibility, inattention 0 1 2 3
Behavior hanors the student | “*° uy:n;:mrv b |
ErEEEHEEL Very withdrawn or excessively shy 0 1 2 3
Comment:
Oppositional andlor defiant behavior o 1 2 3
Sexual behaviors not typical for child’s age 0 1 2 3
Student appears to
T Peculiar patterns of forgetfulness o 1 2 3
Qverall in age appropriste | Rerely ornaver | Some
Engagement | restonsnips wan | sppesrstoenpy | tme
(zest) s & school Inconsistency in skills 0 1 2 3
SCipates in pro-
e Excessive mood swings 0 1 2 3
Comment:
Chronicsadness, doesn't seemto enjoy any acivities o 1 2 3
Quick, explosive anger 0 1 2 3
-
Difficulty with authority o 1 2 3
Comment:
Strengths
Areas of Growth:

Specialistinitials:

TeacherInitials:




Academic Performance

6 /7%

No less than 60% No less than 60%
of youth involved of youth involved

in this project will in this project will
show improved show improved

of participating
students show

: improved :
academic . academic
performance in at performance in at performance in at
least one least one

least one area
from September
2015 to May 2016.

performance area.

performance area.

89%

of participating
students show
improved
academic
performance in at
least one area
from September
2016 to May 2017.



School Behaviors

56% 83%

No less than 25% 40% of

of participating of participating D bato of participating
students will show students students will show students

N — demonstrated a decrease in demonstrated

concerns
according to the
teacher rubric.

fewer trauma
specific behaviors
on the monthly

fewer trauma
specific behaviors
on the monthly

concerns
according to the

teacher rubric.  teacher rubric from teacher rubric from
September 2015 to September 2016 to
May 2016. May 2017.
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Best Practices for Teachers & Administrators

Fosker Care Educakion

A guide to meeting the educational needs
of youth in the child welfare system

School parsonnel know how impertant an education and high school diploma are for all

children. The majority of Colorado’s youth in foster care are not graduating from high school

on time and school personnel ars in a distinct poaition to make this a greater poasibility. The

follawmg best practices and heipful tipa are a resource to help guide the important work of
P g the ed M ats for youth in care.

Best Practices for Teachers & Administrators

1. Welcome the siudent to the schook- give them a tour and ensure they have all necessary school suppiies.

2. Respect the student's privacy- be discreet about their involvement in the child welfare system, Consult with

mammammamnm

3. Ensure the school has records- g current |ER, 504, transcripts, and/or other
support plans fif applicable).

4. Identify and communicate with the student's educational decision maker & caseworksr- peovide reguiar
academic and behanicral updates. The point of contact could be a parent, foster parent, cassworker, o
Guardsan ad Litem (GAL).

5, Engage the student in the school community- inform them of and help them join extracurricuar activities,

regarciess of their enroliment date.
6. Advocate for the student- ensure the student has the support and gul needed
and socialy.
7. Ensure specigd l, cultursl, and jelic needs are met.
8. Ensure the student is in the app setting- including Gifted & Tafented, Honors, Advanced
ESL, Special ele.
9. Maintain up-to-date contact information in Infinite Campus- inclsng cumrent giver and
information.

10. Waive all fees for any child in out-of-home care- including lunch, books, lab week, in-school activities, and
before/after school programs (Colorado Statude 22-32-138).

11. For students in Tth grade or higher, consider the 'S Inh Caresr and Acadsmic Fian (ICAP).

12. Stay up-to-date on and participate in local, state and national efiorts and 3 learning
WbmdeMammmnmmuMmhMmm

13. Support the student through the Court process by being aware of g court

the student 10 attend, and acknowledging the stress thess hearings may cause.

Tips to Help Youbh Succeed in School
¢ Greet the student everyday * Develop o potitive relationship * Find out what they like
* Help them feel copnected o school * Ask them about themselves » Calebrate any advances
¢ Chack in with student regularly  Be o listening ear * Be aware of necestery accommodations

* Halp them develop social tkills * Ba consistent * Encourage school involvement
* Identify support progroms * Be an advocate # Enture the most appropriate learning environment
* Be non-judgmental * Be a potitive role model * Help them sef realistic goals & am high
* Talk about high tchool graduation & potttecondary education

Educational Support Checklist

To ensune a eMooth ransition 1o & new school for the youth, there e several vital objectives that

should be completed on the student’s first day. Below is a checklist for teachers and administrators:

o complete with the siudent to make cartain they have evarything they need 1o be successiul
Does the student. _.

Hirve all necessary school supplies?

Mised & lour of the schaal?

Know hivw they are getting to/from schoal?

Ko how 10 find their school contast?

Higue 3l fees waived (unch, books, &ic)?

Have onling aceess 1o grages and homework?

Kinow the attendance policy of the school?

Hiug an aduit 10 help with hofmework?

Know aiboul fhe exiracusricular activities available?

The fellowing is a cheekiist of chgoing cbjsctives for teachers and administrators 1 refer 1o when
warking with & youth in oul-of-home care. There is lkely & team of professionals who also wark
with the youlh which typicaly includes the studant's caseworkes, Guandan ad Litem (GAL), foster
parents, biclogical parents, and eften times, a mental health peofessional. It is important for
Naachers and AAMINSIrElons 1o sndure they ane cOMMUNCAlInG with the enling 18am S0 everyons
s working in the best intares! of the student.

Wiorking with other professionals...
Introduce yoursell to the leam
Irvite to all and
Provide reguiar academic & behavior updates
Feport any difficulties, challanges, of changes
Irvialhve team in planning ary educationsl SUPPoNS
Develop a professional relationship with the team
Ralay the good hews
Iefentify the educational decision maker
Keep updated contast inkarmation of cument saregiver
Ensure approgriate releases of information

oooooooon

ooooooooon

Colorado Facts
Framithe Colorads Department of Education for the 2012-2013 school year
» Onily 27.5% of youth in foster care are graduating high schoolin 4 years.
* Apprecimately 1 in 11 stusents in fostes care dropped oul one oF More times.
* Children and youth in foster care have higher rates of suicide, homelessness,
unemployment, and 1een pregnancy companed to the general poputation.

Fer additienal assistance, comtact

Jeffcn Public Schools Student Ermgmmwmssz-asse
District Chile Weeltare Education Liaisons (CWEL): ;?II‘:‘IWD
Neon-IEP (T20) 497-7788 |EP (303) 982-2155 .
Jedferson County Depariment of Human Sendces: (03] 271-4015

(COE Foster Care Education wabsite
W COR S tale. Co. usdropaulprevenition fastertans_index




Educational Support

«%* Best Practices
% Transitions
s Accountability

% ROI's
s (ontact Information

Checklist

Educational Support Checklist 2016-2017

MName

Phaone Number Email

Student

Biological Parents

Caregiver

School Contact

DHS Caseworker

Mental Health

Other
Other
| zeneral: [ Current RO allows:
] School has received full academic record JP5/ DHS Expires:
7] School has received full health record
O Student’s IEP is CUFTent mapescss;  Mext Raview: WS __ Espires:
O Student’s 304 is CUMTent @ woionsy  Mext Review:
O] Other support planis) are CUFrent @ speicass)

W5 __ Expires:

| Student: |

7] Has toured the building

7 1= aware of resources within school building

] Has information on available school services

7] Has all necessary school supplies

] Has appropriate dothing for school

O] Enows how they are getting to and from school
] Has a peer buddy/mentor

] Has been introduced to their school counselor
] Has online access for grades/ homewaork

1 Is enrolled in the free/ reduced lunch program
0] Enows the attendance policy of the school

O] Knows about extra-curricular activities available
] Has identified a place to study at home

| Parent{s)/ Caregiver{s): |

] Has access to Parent Portal & Jeffco Connect

] Has a copy of the school year calendar

| Has the numbser to the school attendance line

| Understands the schoaol attendance policies

| Has contact info for Educational Support Team

1 Has contact info for mental health cinician @ woose
] Has information on school & district services

| school contact: [

| Kmiows who to contact for educational decisions

| Has up-to-date emergency contact information

| Has received Best Practices for youth in foster care
0] 15 aware of any necessary accommodations

0] Is aware of any medical concerns

1 Kmows about the monthly evaluation rubric

] Has contact info for mental health dinician @ woose

Motes:

0 306 Developsed by Addi Camor for the Stedent Engapemest OMios, lefen Public Schook- Verson 20




Additional Strategy Considerations

Cross Agency Training

Social Emotional Support

Ensuring Fees are Waived

Partial Credit at Transfer Points
Notification of Placement process

Responsive, supportive enroliment

Allowing extended time as needed

Ensuring access to full participation

Best Interest Determination process
Mentoring & relational-centered strategies
Remove barriers to tutoring and credit recovery

Alternative ways to demonstrate mastery for credit
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Addi Cantor Natalie Mall Jason Firestone
Specialist Associate Director Manager
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Websites:
University of Northern Colorado- Foster Care website
(DE Foster Care Education website
Casey Family Programs

Reports:
(DE State Policy Report 2015-16: Dropout Prevention and Student Engagement
Every Transition Counts: Educational Stability of Colorado’s Students in Foster Care, 2007-08to 2013-14
Dropping Qut and Into Sight: Graduation and Dropout Rates for Colorado Students in Foster Care, 5-Year Trend Analysis

Foster Care Education Summary Report 2012-2013

Fact Sheets:
(DE Foster Care Education Program
Every Transition Counts: K-1¢2
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