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Invisible Achievement Gap 

 Dr. Elysia Clemens  

 

 Data Use Agreement- CDHS, CDE, UNC 

 

 CO among first states with this data 

 

 Trends in graduation and dropout 

rates for youth in foster care 

 

 Established foundation for 

coordinated efforts and response 

 

Fostering Connections & ESSA 
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From CDE 2015-16 State Policy Report: Dropout Prevention and Student Engagement 
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Joint Goal:  

Improve educational 

outcomes for youth in 

foster care 
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Fostering Opportunities 
 An educational stability program serving Jefferson County youth through 

case management, direct support and multi-systemic collaboration 



 

Educational Stability                                                        
The opportunity for students to have a consistent, predictable learning environment 

  

 ALL students deserve to: 

• Know what to expect during the school day 

• Have their educational needs met 

• Feel connected to the school community 





About Us 

2016-17:  

 157 schools 

 30 Title 1 schools 

 86,361 students 

 31.5% qualify for FRL 

Sources: Jeffco Public Schools Website; CDE Foster Care Education Fact Sheet; CDE Foster Care Education Summary Report 

  ~730 Jeffco students in foster care 

1 School District : 1 County   

774 mi² | Urban – Suburban – Mountains – Rural  



Ca
se

loa
d D

em
og

ra
ph

ics
 29 

students 

21 
families 



Student Check-In Sheet 
Weekly monitor for: 

❖ Feelings at school 

❖ Feelings at current residence 

❖ Relationship with primary teacher 

❖ Availability of trusting adult 



Teacher Rubric 
❖Completed monthly with primary teacher 

❖Monitor academic progress and behavior 

❖Monthly reports to support team 
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2015-16 Goal 2015-16 Data 2016-17 Goal 2016-17 Data 

 

 

No less than 60% 

of youth involved 

in this project will 

show improved 

academic 

performance in at 

least one 

performance area. 

67%  

of participating 

students show 

improved 

academic 

performance in at 

least one area 

from September 

2015 to May 2016. 

 

 

No less than 60% 

of youth involved 

in this project will 

show improved 

academic 

performance in at 

least one 

performance area. 

 

89%  
of participating 

students show 

improved 

academic 

performance in at 

least one area 

from September 

2016 to May 2017. 
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No less than 25% 

of participating 

students will show 

a decrease in 

concerns 

according to the 

teacher rubric.  

56%  

of participating 

students 

demonstrated 

fewer trauma 

specific behaviors 

on the monthly 

teacher rubric from 

September 2015 to 

May 2016. 

 

 

40% of 

participating 

students will show 

a decrease in 

concerns 

according to the 

teacher rubric. 

 

83%  

of participating 

students 

demonstrated 

fewer trauma 

specific behaviors 

on the monthly 

teacher rubric from 

September 2016 to 

May 2017. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Impactful Strategies 
 



Best Practices for Teachers & Administrators 



Educational Support Checklist 
 
❖Best Practices 
❖ Transitions 
❖Accountability 

 
❖ ROI’s 
❖ Contact Information 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Additional Strategy Considerations  
 

 

 Cross Agency Training 

 Social Emotional Support 

 Ensuring Fees are Waived 

 Partial Credit at Transfer Points 

 Notification of Placement process 

 Responsive, supportive enrollment 

            
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Allowing extended time as needed 

 Ensuring access to full participation  

 Best Interest Determination process 

 Mentoring & relational-centered strategies 

 Remove barriers to tutoring and credit recovery 

 Alternative ways to demonstrate mastery for credit 
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Websites:  
University of Northern Colorado- Foster Care website 

CDE Foster Care Education website 
Casey Family Programs 

 
Reports: 

CDE State Policy Report 2015-16: Dropout Prevention and Student Engagement 
Every Transition Counts: Educational Stability of Colorado’s Students in Foster Care, 2007-08 to 2013-14 

Dropping Out and Into Sight: Graduation and Dropout Rates for Colorado Students in Foster Care, 5-Year Trend Analysis 
Foster Care Education Summary Report 2012-2013 

 
Fact Sheets: 

CDE Foster Care Education Program 
Every Transition Counts: K-12 

Every Transition Counts: High School 
 

More:  
ABA Blueprint for Change 
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