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THREE KEY IDEAS



1

. RECOGNITION OF THE ISSUES



2. RIGOR IN REAL TERMS



3. RESILIENCE IS NOT A DIRTY WORD
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TONIC….NOT AN ANTIDOTE





“Rich Brain-Poor Brain” is not an 

antidote. It is a tonic. It is a way to 

do more with what one has or with 

what one can get in an ordinary 

school setting. It is, as Covey 

suggested, about making a new 

mental map. This book is not 

intended for political persuasion, 

and indeed, may not always be 

deemed politically correct. Some of 

the voices and choices in this book 

may provoke criticism and 

discussion. That can be a good 

thing if it helps to move all children 

forward.
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Tonic….Not an Antidote

 

“Rich Brain-Poor Brain” is not an antidote. It is a tonic. It is a way to do more with what one has or with what one can get in an ordinary school setting. It is, as Covey suggested, about making a new mental map. This book is not intended for political persuasion, and indeed, may not always be deemed politically correct. Some of the voices and choices in this book may provoke criticism and discussion. That can be a good thing if it helps to move all children forward.
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BECAUSE….WE CANNOT WAIT FOR 

THE MONEY



*21 years of continuous battles



*Settled in November 2014



*No decisions yet



*Federal dollars have begun to flow, 

but the state’s long range plans 

remain murky.



*Change and Choice needed.



*Not just a Southern Problem



* Typical of corridors of shame around 

the country


Microsoft_PowerPoint_Slide50.sldx
Because….We Cannot wait for the money

*21 years of continuous battles

*Settled in November 2014

*No decisions yet

*Federal dollars have begun to flow, but the state’s long range plans remain murky.

*Change and Choice needed.

*Not just a Southern Problem

* Typical of corridors of shame around the country
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S.C.: Crescent counties

Crescent counties
(>25.1% poverty) i
Crescent-contiguous counties

(20.1% to 25%)

Crescent-watch counties
(15.9% to 20%)

Other.

Source: 2011 Poverty estimates from Small Area Estimates Branch, US. Census, Dec. 2012.
Online: htp:/ . census.gov/did/www/saipe/downioads/estmod 11/est11ALLxls
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WHAT I BELIEVE IS….



Money will not fix mental 

blockages.



Money cannot replicate 

mental resilience.



Money is not the only way 

to achieve an AP NOT IEP 

School Culture.



We don’t recognize the 

power that we already 

have. 
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What I believe is….



Money will not fix mental blockages.

Money cannot replicate mental resilience.

Money is not the only way to achieve an AP NOT IEP School Culture.

We don’t recognize the power that we already have. 
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IF MONEY ISN’T THE ANSWER, OR THE 

ONLY ANSWER…THEN WHAT IS?

•

Literacy

•

Experiences

•

Attitudes

•

Performances
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If money isn’t the answer, or the only answer…then what is?

Literacy

Experiences

Attitudes

Performances
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Language Experiences

Attitudes Performance

Rich Brain 

Vs

Poor Brain
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Three key ideas

1. RECOGNITION OF THE ISSUES

2. RIGOR IN REAL TERMS

3. RESILIENCE IS NOT A DIRTY WORD
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

This 4 Part Model offers 

answers and strategies.



Today, we focus on the “A: 

in the LEAP 

model…Attitudes that 

Change Brains.



The primary directive of this 

section is…AP Not IEP.
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This 4 Part Model offers answers and strategies.

Today, we focus on the “A: in the LEAP model…Attitudes that Change Brains.

The primary directive of this section is…AP Not IEP.
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HOW POWERFUL ARE ATTITUDES?
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How powerful are attitudes?
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WE HAVE ADOPTED AND INGRAINED HABITS THAT 

ARE HARD TO BREAK.



We think we are helping when 

we say that students need 

more HELP.



We believe we are doing the 

honorable thing by attempting 

to HELP STUDENTS CATCH UP.



We further ingrain a feeling 

that they can never CATCH UP 

because their brains need 

HELP.
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We have adopted and ingrained habits that are hard to break.



We think we are helping when we say that students need more HELP.

We believe we are doing the honorable thing by attempting to HELP STUDENTS CATCH UP.

We further ingrain a feeling that they can never CATCH UP because their brains need HELP.
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POVERTY CAN STIMULATE AN IEP NOT AP CULTURE IN 

SCHOOLS.



For too long, we focused on 

remediation and remedies.



Creating a culture of “Learned 

Helplessness”.



Layering jobs, positions, and most 

importantly a belief system based on…



Broken Brains that need to be fixed.
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Poverty Can Stimulate an IEP NOT AP Culture in Schools.



For too long, we focused on remediation and remedies.

Creating a culture of “Learned Helplessness”.

Layering jobs, positions, and most importantly a belief system based on…

Broken Brains that need to be fixed.
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I SUGGEST THAT WE FLIP THAT BRAIN. JUST LIKE THE 

POPULAR SHOWS ON HGTV…ONLY IN THE SCHOOL 

HOUSE.



Flip it from IEP to AP.



Look at the potential.



Admire the “good bones”.



Let teachers be 

Neuroarchitects.



Break down the “choppy 

rooms” in cognition…



Let the energy flow.
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I suggest that we FLIP That BRAIN. Just like the popular shows on HGTV…only in the School House.



Flip it from IEP to AP.

Look at the potential.

Admire the “good bones”.

Let teachers be Neuroarchitects.

Break down the “choppy rooms” in cognition…

Let the energy flow.
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FREE YOUR MIND WITH THESE FRESH 

IDEAS…
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FLIP THE EQUATION



Start thinking of every child as 

being potential gifted. Instead 

of potentially damaged.



Start designing curricula that 

build literacy and critical 

thinking.



Start with AP in Mind.



Start using technology as a 

tool for research instead of a 

flashy form of segregation.

Copyright Education InSite 2018


Microsoft_PowerPoint_Slide59.sldx
Flip the Equation



Start thinking of every child as being potential gifted. Instead of potentially damaged.

Start designing curricula that build literacy and critical thinking.

Start with AP in Mind.

Start using technology as a tool for research instead of a flashy form of segregation.



Copyright Education InSite 2018





image1.jpg









FUPTHE EQUATON





image60.emf
WHAT DO I MEAN BY “CHOPPY ROOMS”?



Stop pulling students out for 

“fixing”.



Stop relying on technology as 

a single methodology..



Stop labeling students.



Stop remediation as an end 

game.



Think Big Ideas, Not Small 

Fixes.
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What do I mean by “choppy Rooms”?



Stop pulling students out for “fixing”.

Stop relying on technology as a single methodology..

Stop labeling students.

Stop remediation as an end game.

Think Big Ideas, Not Small Fixes.
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HOW DO WE IMPLEMENT “AP NOT IEP”?



1. Change the energy: with thematic, 

rigorous, targeted instruction.



2. Prepare teachers for Gifted Ed Not 

Special Ed. In the regular classroom.



3. Study and adopt the literature of 

RESILIENCE.



4. Leverage the LEAP Model.



5. Start acting like we are Brain Rich 

and let the natural feedback cycle 

work.
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HOW DO WE IMPLEMENT “AP NOT IEP”?



1. Change the energy: with thematic, rigorous, targeted instruction.

2. Prepare teachers for Gifted Ed Not Special Ed. In the regular classroom.

3. Study and adopt the literature of RESILIENCE.

4. Leverage the LEAP Model.

5. Start acting like we are Brain Rich and let the natural feedback cycle work.
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STEP #1…LET THE ENERGY FLOW.



Avoid isolating behaviors. AP is 

about groups, global, and 

generating ideas.



Minimize tutoring and 

maximize creativity.



Revisiting Multiple 

Intelligences, STEAM, and 

Thematic Instruction.
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Step #1…Let the Energy flow.



Avoid isolating behaviors. AP is about groups, global, and generating ideas.

Minimize tutoring and maximize creativity.

Revisiting Multiple Intelligences, STEAM, and Thematic Instruction.
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WHAT ABOUT PROVEN PROGRAMS ?



For students who are significantly 

delayed in language…yes.



But with provisos that they don’t miss 

out on whole class opportunities.



When possible, put tutoring after 

school, not during instructional times.
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What about proven programs ?



For students who are significantly delayed in language…yes.

But with provisos that they don’t miss out on whole class opportunities.

When possible, put tutoring after school, not during instructional times.
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Free your mind with these fresh ideas…
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AP NOT IEP ENERGY LOOKS LIKE…



Literature-based units of study.



Maximizing movement and the arts 

within instructional zones.



Emphasis on research.



Publishing, presenting, and play as 

an art form.



Brain-based praise in evidence.
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Ap not iep Energy looks Like…



Literature-based units of study.

Maximizing movement and the arts within instructional zones.

Emphasis on research.

Publishing, presenting, and play as an art form.

Brain-based praise in evidence.
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AP NOT IEP IN ACTION….MORE ABOUT QUESTIONS 

THAN ANSWERS…



Demand divergent 

questioning.



Discover the Socratic 

Method…again.



Direct questioning up the 

ladder of Bloom’s.



Devise Essential Questions for 

grade and school level inquiry.
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AP NOT IEP in ACTION….More About Questions Than Answers…



Demand divergent questioning.

Discover the Socratic Method…again.

Direct questioning up the ladder of Bloom’s.

Devise Essential Questions for grade and school level inquiry.
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THE BRAIN LIKES GOOD SURPRISES



Surprise plays a critical role in 

learning.



Monkeys learned to recognize stimuli 

associated with rewards when those 

rewards came unpredictably!



Keeping students “primed” for 

success allows the brain to function 

in a positive mode.



AP Not IEP Teachers keep novelty 

and freshness flowing.
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The Brain Likes Good Surprises

Surprise plays a critical role in learning.

Monkeys learned to recognize stimuli associated with rewards when those rewards came unpredictably!

Keeping students “primed” for success allows the brain to function in a positive mode.

AP Not IEP Teachers keep novelty and freshness flowing.
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BUT, PREPARE TO BE UNCOMFORTABLE. WHAT IF 

EVERYTHING WE THOUGHT WAS HELPING, WAS 

ACTUALLY FEEDING “LEARNED HELPLESSNESS”?
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Education InSite

SURPRISE FEELS GOOD TO THE BRAIN



When the brain “anticipates” a reward and is 

looking for it, dopamine is fired.



Dopamine brings feelings of pleasure.



MRI scans of humans during a learning experience 

showed the pleasure center in the forebrain strongly 

activated by unpredictable stimuli.



“The only other human study that activated the 

nucleus accumbens

this much was one in which 

cocaine was injected.”  Read Montague, Baylor 

College of Medicine
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Education InSite

Surprise feels good to the brain

When the brain “anticipates” a reward and is looking for it, dopamine is fired.

Dopamine brings feelings of pleasure.

MRI scans of humans during a learning experience showed the pleasure center in the forebrain strongly activated by unpredictable stimuli.

“The only other human study that activated the nucleus accumbens this much was one in which cocaine was injected.”  Read Montague, Baylor College of Medicine
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Carol S. Dweck, Ph.D. is one of the world’s leading 

researchers in the field of motivation and is the Lewis 

and Virgina Eaton Professor of Psychology at Stanford 

University. Her research has focused on why people 

succeed and how to foster success. She says on her 

“about the author” page: “I have always been deeply 

moved by outstanding achievement and saddened by 

wasted potential. “ www.mindset.com
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Carol S. Dweck, Ph.D. is one of the world’s leading researchers in the field of motivation and is the Lewis and Virgina Eaton Professor of Psychology at Stanford University. Her research has focused on why people succeed and how to foster success. She says on her “about the author” page: “I have always been deeply moved by outstanding achievement and saddened by wasted potential. “ www.mindset.com 
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PERFORMANCES: RICH VS POOR

Rich Brains and Praise



*Rich brains aren’t afraid to take 

risks because there is always “back 

up”.



*Rich brains deal in feedback, not 

praise.



*Rich brains expect setbacks and 

are prepared for growth.

Poor Brains and Praise



* Poor brains avoid risk. There might 

not be another chance.



*Poor brains expect a right or wrong 

answer.



*Poor brains expect roadblocks and 

choose to avoid them. 
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Performances: Rich Vs Poor

Rich Brains and Praise



*Rich brains aren’t afraid to take risks because there is always “back up”.

*Rich brains deal in feedback, not praise.

*Rich brains expect setbacks and are prepared for growth.

Poor Brains and Praise

* Poor brains avoid risk. There might not be another chance.

*Poor brains expect a right or wrong answer.

*Poor brains expect roadblocks and choose to avoid them. 







PERFORMANCES: RICH VS POOR
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ANECDOTE FROM THE 

FIELD #1

•

Scripted visits to 50 

classroom in Title I High 

School.

•

Noticed a distinct pattern

•

Teachers asked and 

answered more than 90% 

of questions…

•

And weren’t even aware 

they were doing it.

•

The kids had teachers 

trained.

•

They “played possum”.
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Anecdote from the Field #1



Scripted visits to 50 classroom in Title I High School.

Noticed a distinct pattern

Teachers asked and answered more than 90% of questions…

And weren’t even aware they were doing it.

The kids had teachers trained.

They “played possum”.
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STEP #2…PREPARE TEACHERS FOR G&T IN REGULAR 

ED. 



Flip the equation in 

Teacher Education.



Stop emphasizing “special 

education” as the default.



Assume giftedness and 

ability.
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Step #2…Prepare teachers for G&T in Regular Ed. 



Flip the equation in Teacher Education.

Stop emphasizing “special education” as the default.

Assume giftedness and ability.
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But, prepare to be uncomfortable. What If everything we thought was helping, was actually feeding “Learned Helplessness”?
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MOST TEACHER ED PROGRAMS REQUIRE A “SPECIAL 

NEEDS” COURSE AND A SPECIAL READING COURSE



But G&T is an “add on” certification.



Enrichment is left for “early finishers” 

on lesson plans.



Creativity is delegated to extra time.



Data –driven is for remediation only.



Strategies for pulling struggling kids 

into G&T territory are few and far 

between.
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Most teacher ed programs require a “special Needs” course and a Special Reading Course



But G&T is an “add on” certification.

Enrichment is left for “early finishers” on lesson plans.

Creativity is delegated to extra time.

Data –driven is for remediation only.

Strategies for pulling struggling kids into G&T territory are few and far between.
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RICH BRAIN STRATEGY:
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RICH BRAIN STRATEGY:
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Expectations

Are

Everything
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Expectations

Are

Everything
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My teacher
thought I was

smarter than I
was - so I was.

Six-year-old
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NOTHING IS POSSIBLE WITHOUT TEACHERS WHO 

EXPECT CHANGE

Teachers’ expectations matter. A lot. So 

much so that they can change the ways 

that brains eventually develop. It is not 

simply a “feeling”, it is a biological, 

emotional, and mental game changer. 

Teachers change brains when they change 

expectations
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Nothing is possible without teachers who expect change

Teachers’ expectations matter. A lot. So much so that they can change the ways that brains eventually develop. It is not simply a “feeling”, it is a biological, emotional, and mental game changer. Teachers change brains when they change expectations
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TEACHERS DO BRAIN SURGERY FROM THE INSIDE OUT
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Teachers do brain surgery from the inside out
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TEACHERS DO BRAIN SURGERY FROM THE INSIDE OU
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THIS IS THE STORY OF AP NOT IEP
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NO MEDS WERE AS POWERFUL AS A 

POWERFUL TEACHER



Dr. Nora Volkow



Research Psychiatrist at National Institute on Drug Abuse



Part of JAMA paper on ADHD Findings



“Try behavioral therapies first. She said her team’s findings 

underscored the value of having teachers be as engaging as 

possible.”



www.dana.org
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No meds were as powerful as a powerful teacher


Dr. Nora Volkow

Research Psychiatrist at National Institute on Drug Abuse

Part of JAMA paper on ADHD Findings

“Try behavioral therapies first. She said her team’s findings underscored the value of having teachers be as engaging as possible.”

www.dana.org







image1.png














image80.emf
TEACHERS CHANGE BRAINS AND 

MINDS
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Teachers change brains and minds
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In the late 1960s, Rosenthal had the teachers in 

one elementary school give their students a test 

that was supposed to predict which students 

were destined to dramatically grow their I.Q. 

score during the school year. After the tests were 

collected, Rosenthal picked at random a small 

group of students to be labeled “academic 

spurters”[1].

The Rosenthal and Jacobson Studies…1963
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In the late 1960s, Rosenthal had the teachers in one elementary school give their students a test that was supposed to predict which students were destined to dramatically grow their I.Q. score during the school year. After the tests were collected, Rosenthal picked at random a small group of students to be labeled “academic spurters”[1].



The Rosenthal and Jacobson Studies…1963
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Rosenthal told the teachers that students identified as 

“academic spurters” were certain to grow their I.Q. over the 

next year. Let’s be clear here, these students were chosen at 

random, so this claim was completely imaginary. At the end of 

the school year, Rosenthal retested every student’s I.Q. in the 

school and found that the students labeled as “academic 

spurters” had their I.Q.s rise an average of 12 points, while the 

rest of the student body only saw an 8 point increase. Teachers 

were tricked into believing their students were destined for 

academic growth and grow they did. The Rosenthal and 

Jacobson Studies…1963
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Rosenthal told the teachers that students identified as “academic spurters” were certain to grow their I.Q. over the next year. Let’s be clear here, these students were chosen at random, so this claim was completely imaginary. At the end of the school year, Rosenthal retested every student’s I.Q. in the school and found that the students labeled as “academic spurters” had their I.Q.s rise an average of 12 points, while the rest of the student body only saw an 8 point increase. Teachers were tricked into believing their students were destined for academic growth and grow they did. The Rosenthal and Jacobson Studies…1963
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WHAT DO WE REALLY 

BELIEVE?

Inside each student is 

a rich, beautiful, and 

unique treasure?

Will we crumble the 

cookie or carefully 

break it open to find 

the treasure?

Each day is a new 

choice. That is the AP 

Not IEP mantra.
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Inside each student is a rich, beautiful, and unique treasure?

Will we crumble the cookie or carefully break it open to find the treasure?

Each day is a new choice. That is the AP Not IEP mantra.
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You will find a small fortune. \
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THIS IS THE STORY OF AP NOT IEP
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Author Thomas C. Corley
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ANECDOTE FROM THE 

FIELD #2

Working with 75 “at risk” 

high school kids this year.

Their teachers were 

shocked when I pulled high 

level responses from them.

I was shocked to learn that 

at least 50% of them had 

once been identified as 

G&T.
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Working with 75 “at risk” high school kids this year.

Their teachers were shocked when I pulled high level responses from them.

I was shocked to learn that at least 50% of them had once been identified as G&T.
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STEP #3…IMMERSE YOURSELF IN THE LITERATURE OF 

RESILIENCE.
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Step #3…Immerse yourself in the literature of resilience.
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AP NOT IEP RUNS ON RESILIENCE

1.

Teachers who never give up on kids.

2.

Kids who are encouraged not to 

give up on themselves.

3.

Schools and systems that see 

problems as opportunities.

Copyright Education InSite 2018


Microsoft_PowerPoint_Slide86.sldx
AP NOT IEP runs on resilience

Teachers who never give up on kids.

Kids who are encouraged not to give up on themselves.

Schools and systems that see problems as opportunities.
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“"We are all a little
weird and life’s a
little weird, and
when we find
someone whose
weirdness is

compatible with
ours, we join up
with them and fall
in mutual weirdness
and call it love.”

~ Dr. Seuss
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AP NOT IEP MEANS

Understanding the research 

base on resilience

“Cradles of Eminence”

Things are not always what 

they seem.
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Understanding the research base on resilience

“Cradles of Eminence”

Things are not always what they seem.
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Craclles O{

Eminence

2nd Edition

Childhoods of more than
700 famous men and women

The
Complete
Classic

by Victor Eoerlzel

an
Mildred George
Goertzel

Updated by
Ted George Goertzel
and Ariel M. W. Hansen
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WE ARE HOLDING STUDENTS BACK 

WITH VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE CORDS.
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In 1962, the psychologist Victor Goertzel 

and his wife, Mildred, published a book 

called “Cradles of Eminence: A Provocative 

Study of the Childhoods of Over 400 

Famous Twentieth-Century Men and 

Women.” They selected individuals who 

had had at least two biographies written 

about them and who had made a positive 

contribution to society. Their subjects 

ranged from Louis Armstrong, Frida Kahlo 

and Marie Curie to Eleanor Roosevelt, 

Henry Ford and John D. Rockefeller.
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In 1962, the psychologist Victor Goertzel and his wife, Mildred, published a book called “Cradles of Eminence: A Provocative Study of the Childhoods of Over 400 Famous Twentieth-Century Men and Women.” They selected individuals who had had at least two biographies written about them and who had made a positive contribution to society. Their subjects ranged from Louis Armstrong, Frida Kahlo and Marie Curie to Eleanor Roosevelt, Henry Ford and John D. Rockefeller.
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The Goertzels found that less than 15% of their famous men 

and women had been raised in supportive, untroubled homes, 

with another 10% in a mixed setting. Of the 400, a full 75%—

some 300 individuals—had grown up in a family burdened by a 

severe problem: poverty, abuse, absent parents, alcoholism, 

serious illness or some other misfortune. “The ‘normal man,’ ” 

the Goertzels wrote, “is not a likely candidate for the Hall of 

Fame.”
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The Goertzels found that less than 15% of their famous men and women had been raised in supportive, untroubled homes, with another 10% in a mixed setting. Of the 400, a full 75%—some 300 individuals—had grown up in a family burdened by a severe problem: poverty, abuse, absent parents, alcoholism, serious illness or some other misfortune. “The ‘normal man,’ ” the Goertzels wrote, “is not a likely candidate for the Hall of Fame.”
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FROM CRADLES OF 

EMINENCE, 1962



“Three-fourths of the children are 

troubled - by poverty; by a broken 

home; by rejecting, over-possessive, 

estranged, or dominating 

parents; by financial ups and 

downs; by physical handicaps; or 

by parental dissatisfaction over the 

children's school failures or 

vocational choices. “

Greatness isn’t born; it 

is nurtured.

Achievement isn’t 

finite; it is infinite.

Poverty doesn’t 

dictate outcomes; it 

can actually be a 

motivating force. 
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From cradles of eminence, 1962

“Three-fourths of the children are troubled - by poverty;  by a broken home;  by rejecting, over-possessive, estranged, or dominating parents;  by financial ups and downs;  by physical handicaps;  or by parental dissatisfaction over the children's school failures or vocational choices. “

Greatness isn’t born; it is nurtured.

Achievement isn’t finite; it is infinite.

Poverty doesn’t dictate outcomes; it can actually be a motivating force. 
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We are holding students back with visible and invisible cords.
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STRATEGIES

Use Bibliotherapy to 

show students that 

overcoming is 

possible and 

accessible.

Let them see and feel 

lives lived in an AP 

Not IEP mode.
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Strategies



 Use Bibliotherapy to show students that overcoming is possible and accessible.

Let them see and feel lives lived in an AP Not IEP mode.
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PEER COACHING

•

Mentoring is a hot topic, but 

I prefer peer coaching.

•

Match kids with slightly 

older peers who are on the 

right path.

•

Form study groups, college 

application groups, and  

ACT/SAT practice programs.
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Peer Coaching



Mentoring is a hot topic, but I prefer peer coaching.

Match kids with slightly older peers who are on the right path.

Form study groups, college application groups, and  ACT/SAT practice programs.
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ANECDOTE FROM THE 

FIELD #3

IT HAPPENED TO ME

My social status and family 

or origin put me at risk when 

we moved to a new school 

in the rural South in 1967. I 

will share this story with you 

now. I remember it vividly. 

These events, are in part, 

the reason for this 

presentation.
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Anecdote from the Field #3
It Happened to Me



My social status and family or origin put me at risk when we moved to a new school in the rural South in 1967. I will share this story with you now. I remember it vividly. These events, are in part, the reason for this presentation.
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When some children are mly selected and their
teacher is told they are likely to bloom intellectually
over the next few months, they do.

This is the self-fulfilling fulfilling prophecy.

Bosenval, 198
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STEP #4…LEVERAGE THE LEAP MODEL.



Language



Experiential Learning



Attitudes



Performances



From Dr. Bone’s best-selling book, 

“Rich Brain, Poor Brain”
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Step #4…Leverage the leap model.



Language

Experiential Learning

Attitudes

Performances

From Dr. Bone’s best-selling book, “Rich Brain, Poor Brain”
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Language Experiences

Attitudes Performance

Rich Brain 

Vs

Poor Brain
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WHAT’S STANDING IN THE WAY OF 

INTELLECTUAL GROWTH?

Copyright Education InSite 2018


image99.emf
BELIEFS AND BENEFITS IN RICH BRAIN 

SITES



Language/Words are currency.



Experiences are taken for 

granted and extend in an 

endless continuum.



Attitudes reflect a belief not that 

one is “owed” anything but that 

one OWNS EVERYTHING.



Performances are natural and 

supported by the entire 

community and family systems 

and lead to lifelong success.
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Beliefs and Benefits in rich brain sites

Language/Words are currency.

Experiences are taken for granted and extend in an endless continuum.

Attitudes reflect a belief not that one is “owed” anything but that one OWNS EVERYTHING.

Performances are natural and supported by the entire community and family systems and lead to lifelong success.
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ANECDOTE FROM THE FIELD #4

THE READ ALOUD MODEL WORKS.
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

Reading aloud daily according to a 

plan.



Adding high quality “read alouds” 

to address high value targets is an 

AP Not IEP Strategy.



And, it is free.
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Anecdote from the field #4
The read aloud model works.
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Reading aloud daily according to a plan.

Adding high quality “read alouds” to address high value targets is an AP Not IEP Strategy.

And, it is free.
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Grade 1

st

Quarter 2

nd

Quarter 3

rd

Quarter 4

th

Quarter

2 Communities:

Because of Winn 

Dixie

Kate DiCamillo

Culture

Differences

Extra Credit

Andrew Clements

(Girl) (Boy)

Matter &Inquiry

Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory

Roald Dahl

Habitats-Problem 

Solving

Charlotte’s Web

E. B. White

3 Time and Place

SC Settings

Stranded

Idella Bodie

(Boy)

Revolutionary War

The Swamp Fox of 

the Revolution

Stewart H. Holbrook

(Boy)

Animals-

Environments, 

Habitats

Rabbit Hill

Robert Lawson

Civil Rights

The Watsons Go to 

Birmingham

Christopher Paul 

Curtis

(Boy)
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		Grade		1st Quarter		2nd Quarter		3rd Quarter		4th Quarter
 

		2		Communities:
 
Because of Winn Dixie
Kate DiCamillo		Culture
Differences
 
Extra Credit
Andrew Clements
(Girl) (Boy)		Matter &Inquiry
 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
Roald Dahl
 		Habitats-Problem Solving
 
Charlotte’s Web
E. B. White

		3		Time and Place
SC Settings
 
Stranded
Idella Bodie
(Boy)		Revolutionary War
 
The Swamp Fox of the Revolution
Stewart H. Holbrook
(Boy)		Animals-Environments, Habitats
 
Rabbit Hill
Robert Lawson
 		Civil Rights
The Watsons Go to Birmingham
Christopher Paul Curtis
 
(Boy)

		4		Native Americans
 
Walk Two Moons
Sharon Creech
(Girl)		 
 
Where the Mountain 
Meets the Moon
Grace Lin		Revolutionary War
 
The Fighting Ground
Edward Irving Wortis		 Westward Expansion
Explorers
 
Caddie Woodlawn
Carol Ryrie Brink
 
 

		5		Great Depression
 
Esperanza Rising
Pam Munoz Ryan
(Girl)		Ocean and Land Forms
 
Island of the Blue Dolphins
O’Dell
(Girl)
 		Holocaust
 
The Boy in Striped Pajamas
 John   Boyne		Physics
 
A Wrinkle in Time
Madeleine L’Engle
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STEP #5…LET IT BE WHO YOU ARE.



See your school and 

every teacher are rich, 

powerful, and 

capable.



Adopt the behaviors of 

“Rich Brain” sites.
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Step #5…Let it be who you are.



See your school and every teacher are rich, powerful, and capable.

Adopt the behaviors of “Rich Brain” sites.
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EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCES.



Rich Brain schools emphasize 

AP, Honors, and Challenges.



Poor Brain schools emphasize 

RTI, IEP, and Remediation.



We need to flip the equation.



Rich Brain schools set up 

every experience with the 

expectation that kids are 

smart and only become 

smarter.
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Experience the differences.



Rich Brain schools emphasize AP, Honors, and Challenges.

Poor Brain schools emphasize RTI, IEP, and Remediation.

We need to flip the equation.

Rich Brain schools set up every experience with the expectation that kids are smart and only become smarter.
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What’s standing in the way of intellectual growth?
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RICH BRAIN ATTITUDES IN

AN AP NOT IEP WORLD



You don’t worry about a job. You 

ponder a career. 



You don’t struggle to get to school 

every day. You think about the 

delightful events that will enfold you 

when you walk onto the school 

grounds.



Your attitude is positive and 

proactive and fueled by a belief 

that the world is at your feet lifting 

you up, not pulling you down. 
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Rich Brain Attitudes in
an ap not iep world

You don’t worry about a job. You ponder a career. 

	You don’t struggle to get to school every day. You think about the delightful events that will enfold you when you walk onto the school grounds.

Your attitude is positive and proactive and fueled by a belief that the world is at your feet lifting you up, not pulling you down. 
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RIGOR AND RESILIENCE ARE YOUR 

FRIENDS.
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Rigor and resilience are your friends.
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Ways to increase RIGOR

o

Raise Level of Content

Increase Complexity

Give Appropriate Support and Guidance

Open your Focus

0 06| -

Raise Expectations







image2.jpg









7

GOR AND RESLENCE ARE YOUR
FRIENDS






image106.emf

Microsoft_PowerPoint_Slide106.sldx






image1.png

6 of schools

100%

50%

s0%

Graph 2: AP courses by region

Northeast Southeast ~ West

Central














image107.emf
“

Research shows that students who take rigorous courses in high school are 

more likely to get into, and succeed, in college. For a lot of students though, 

especially low-income and minority students, AP courses haven’t always been 

an option. North County principal Julie Cares says five years ago, only 10 

percent of the school's 2,000 students took any Advanced Placement classes. 

Less than one-fourth of seniors planned to attend a four-year college.”

“When I first came, there was a sense of, just low expectations,” she says. “A 

lot of students not only didn’t believe it was possible, but it didn’t even occur to 

them that was something they might do." ( Scott, 2015)
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“ Research shows that students who take rigorous courses in high school are more likely to get into, and succeed, in college. For a lot of students though, especially low-income and minority students, AP courses haven’t always been an option. North County principal Julie Cares says five years ago, only 10 percent of the school's 2,000 students took any Advanced Placement classes. Less than one-fourth of seniors planned to attend a four-year college.”

“When I first came, there was a sense of, just low expectations,” she says. “A lot of students not only didn’t believe it was possible, but it didn’t even occur to them that was something they might do." ( Scott, 2015)
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2016 AP Exam Pass Rate — AP SOCIAL SCIENCES

BASIS.ed  All Countries United States

ERgpive GOl o 622% 61.9%
European History  74.1% 52.6% 523%
Macroeconomics 89.0% 57.0% 55.5%
Microeconomics  94.1% 67.3% 65.7%
US. Govemment & Poltics74.5% 50.8% 50.7%
US. History 869% 52.4% 52.4%

World History 80.9% 51.6% 51.3%
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LET’S DECONSTRUCT THE AP NOT IEP MODEL



1. Change the energy in sites.



2. Prepare teachers for Gifted Ed Not 

Special Ed. In the regular classroom.



3. Study and adopt the literature of 

RESILIENCE.



4. Leverage the LEAP Model in high 

poverty sites.



5. Adopt Rich Brain Behaviors.
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BECOMING AN AP NOT IEP SITE



1.Teach work ethic as a 

subject.



2. Train kids to ask for  

guidance, not help.



3. Target motivation not 

remediation.



4. School uniforms.



5. Address both IQ and EQ.
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Becoming an ap not iep site



1.Teach work ethic as a subject.

2. Train kids to ask for  guidance, not help.

3. Target motivation not remediation.

4. School uniforms.

5. Address both IQ and EQ.
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A

WORD ABOUT WORK ETHIC

It is a myth that kids in poverty lack 

work ethic. 

Instead, they often lack motivation to 

apply work ethic, because they 

believe it does not matter.
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A Word About Work Ethic



It is a myth that kids in poverty lack work ethic. 

Instead, they often lack motivation to apply work ethic, because they believe it does not matter.
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YOU CAN'T HAVE

DOLLAR DREAMS WITH A
MINIMUM WAGE WORK
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So often, what separates a child from failure and success is 

a “small moment” in time, in which someone or something 

causes a shift in attitude. He or she changes course, 

changes a decision, changes a mindset and often because 

a voice reminds him or her that something better is 

possible. 

Lareau’s work mentions “cultural guides” that help “rich 

brains”  or what the study terms “upwardly mobile”, to find a 

way through or around stumbling blocks, all the while, 

asking for help and responding to the ( often unwritten) 

rules of the game.
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So often, what separates a child from failure and success is a “small moment” in time, in which someone or something causes a shift in attitude. He or she changes course, changes a decision, changes a mindset and often because a voice reminds him or her that something better is possible. 

	Lareau’s work mentions “cultural guides” that help “rich brains”  or what the study terms “upwardly mobile”, to find a way through or around stumbling blocks, all the while, asking for help and responding to the ( often unwritten) rules of the game.
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YOU MUST APPLY THE DANIEL GOLEMAN MODEL

autonomy

mastery

purpose
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You must apply the Daniel Goleman model
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mastery





purpose
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Let’s Deconstruct the ap not iep model



1. Change the energy in sites.

2. Prepare teachers for Gifted Ed Not Special Ed. In the regular classroom.

3. Study and adopt the literature of RESILIENCE.

4. Leverage the LEAP Model in high poverty sites.

5. Adopt Rich Brain Behaviors.
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AP NOT IEP ACCESSORIES. LOOK 

THE PART.

School Uniforms.

Goal Setting As A School Wide Discipline.

Leverage College and  Professional Programs 

as School Décor.

Give students language and literacy 

advantages.
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School Uniforms.

Goal Setting As A School Wide Discipline.

Leverage College and  Professional Programs as School Décor.

Give students language and literacy advantages.
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ANECDOTE FROM THE FIELD #5

WE GET USED TO LOWER 

EXPECTATIONS.
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Anecdote from the field #5
We get used to lower expectations.
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I was invited to review course syllabi for an “Honors ELA “ course in a high poverty site that was 

under scrutiny by the state. The course syllabus listed only a textbook, no outside novels at all for a 

middle school honors course. In a more affluent school, just 10 miles away, the same course 

syllabus contained 8 outside novels, 2 per quarter.  You might be thinking, “Well, the parents cannot 

afford the outside books, so teachers did not add them to the syllabus.” That might be the case, 

except for the fact that in a closet in the media center across the hall, gathering dust, sat class sets 

of hard backed, annotated novels by 25 different writers. Everyone in the school knew about them, 

and even about the Title I dollars used to purchase them, but they had never been checked out.  I 

talked with the ELA teachers, who seemed uncomfortable with the whole idea of using the novels 

and this is what the department chair finally admitted: “Dr. B, I have not read most of those books 

myself, and so I would be one chapter ahead of the students. I am not going to be embarrassed in 

that way.”
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION

Like my Facebook page Education 

InSite

Find me at www.educationinsite.com

Join me for a book signing today.
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Thank you for your attention



Like my Facebook page Education InSite

Find me at www.educationinsite.com

Join me for a book signing today.
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WE START WITH BEAUTIFUL, CAPABLE BRAINS.
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EMILY DICKINSON POEM #632

The Brain-is wider than the Sky-

For- put them side by side-

The one the other will contain

With ease- and You-beside-

The Brain is deeper than the sea-

For-hold them- Blue to Blue-

The one the other will absorb-

As Sponges-Buckets-do-

The Brain is just the weight of God-

For- Heft them-Pound for Pound-

As they will differ-if they do

As Syllable from Sound-
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For- Heft them-Pound for Pound-
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THE GRAY MATTER: CEREBRAL CORTEX



Spread out, it is about the size 

of a linen dinner napkin.



But, if you were to count the 

synapses at the rate of 1 per 

second, you would finish 32 

million years after you began!



Sylwester, Bright Air, Brilliant 

Fire
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The Gray Matter: Cerebral Cortex





Spread out, it is about the size of a linen dinner napkin.

But, if you were to count the synapses at the rate of 1 per second, you would finish 32 million years after you began!

Sylwester, Bright Air, Brilliant Fire
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Major divisions of
the human cerabral
cartex and some of
their pr.mary functions.
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PERHAPS OUR SCHOOLS GET IN THE WAY….



32 Million Years of 

connections are 

available.



But, not 

accessible.
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Perhaps our schools get in the way….



32 Million Years of connections are available.

But, not accessible.
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EVERY BRAIN SHOULD BE A 

RICH BRAIN

But the effects of poverty limit 

access to the 32 million years 

worth of neural connections.
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every brain should be a rich brain
 

But the effects of poverty limit access to the 32 million years worth of neural connections.
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BUT, POVERTY GETS IN THE WAY



“What a devil art thou, Poverty! How 

many desires -- how many aspirations 

after goodness and truth -- how many 

noble thoughts, loving wishes toward our 

fellows, beautiful imaginings thou hast 

crushed under thy heel, without remorse 

or pause!” Walt Whitman
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“What a devil art thou, Poverty! How many desires -- how many aspirations after goodness and truth -- how many noble thoughts, loving wishes toward our fellows, beautiful imaginings thou hast crushed under thy heel, without remorse or pause!” Walt Whitman
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SO, YOU THINK YOU KNOW POVERTY?



It is a cycle.



It is generational.



It is physical.



It is mental.



It is emotional.



And the brain is continuously 

assaulted by its effects.
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So, you think you know poverty?



It is a cycle.

It is generational.

It is physical.

It is mental.

It is emotional.

And the brain is continuously assaulted by its effects.
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EVERY BRAIN THAT LIVES IN POVERTY..



Is assaulted by more cortisol than a 

middle class brain.



Take a mouth swab and measure 

cortisol.



Do the math and “tease out” the 

other competing factors.



Poverty remains the culprit.
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Every brain That Lives in Poverty..

Is assaulted by more cortisol than a middle class brain.

Take a mouth swab and measure cortisol.

Do the math and “tease out” the other competing factors.

Poverty remains the culprit.
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AP NOT IEP: CELEBRATE 

THE LIBERTY TO LEARN

Dr. Linda Karges-Bone

Education InSite

National Title I Conference 2018

Philadelphia, PA
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THE AMYGDALAS KICK IN



Almond Shaped Clusters 



Triggered by stress



Unleash Cortisol



Shutting down higher order 

thinking



Damaging the brain



And poverty makes 

everything worse.

Education InSite
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 the Amygdalas Kick In



Almond Shaped Clusters 

Triggered by stress

Unleash Cortisol

Shutting down higher order thinking

Damaging the brain

And poverty makes everything worse.
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SO MANY BEAUTIFUL BRAINS LONGING 

FOR AN AP NOT IEP WORLD.
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So many beautiful brains longing for an AP not IEP world.
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HOW DO WE ACCESS THESE PATHWAYS?



Without resorting to an IEP 

mentality?



Our default position forever.



And we have been stuck here 

for three generations.



Further entrenching “learned 

helplessness.”

Copyright Education InSite 2018


Microsoft_PowerPoint_Slide21.sldx
How do We Access these pathways?



Without resorting to an IEP mentality?

Our default position forever.

And we have been stuck here for three generations.

Further entrenching “learned helplessness.”
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It is important to note that many high poverty or Title I sites 

are doing amazing work already. Indeed, part of the reason I 

am writing this book is to honor their work and to spread the 

word that an excellent education can be offered to all students 

when creativity and commitment to high expectations are set 

free. Still, there are huge and ugly gaps in access to quality 

schools and schooling. 

PROVISO: NOT ALL POOR SCHOOLS PRODUCE POOR BRAINS
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THIS IS A CONVERSATION

About Poverty 

About Power

About Positive Choices Leading to an AP NOT IEP CULTURE
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About Poverty 

About Power

About Positive Choices Leading to an AP NOT IEP CULTURE
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AP Not IEP: Celebrate the liberty to Learn

Dr. Linda Karges-Bone

Education InSite

National Title I Conference 2018

Philadelphia, PA
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I HAVE SOME IDEAS….
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Dr. Linda Bone's latest book

, Rich Brain-

Poor Brain: Bridging Social and Synaptic 

Gaps in Schools

shares valuable 

information that parents and educators 

can use to help children break free 

from the generational cycle of poverty 

that is pervasive in too many 

impoverished households.

Thomas C. Corley

Rich Habits Institute
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Dr. Linda Bone's latest book, Rich Brain-Poor Brain: Bridging Social and Synaptic Gaps in Schools shares valuable information that parents and educators can use to help children break free from the generational cycle of poverty that is pervasive in too many impoverished households.


 

Thomas C. Corley
Rich Habits Institute
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SOCIAL JUSTICE: WE CANNOT 

ACHIEVE AN “AP NOT IEP’ CULTURE 

UNLESS WE UNDERSTAND THAT…

Poverty is Pervasive

Poverty is Powerful

Poverty Makes Us Feel Powerless
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Social Justice: We Cannot Achieve an “Ap Not IEP’ culture unless we understand that…

Poverty is Pervasive

Poverty is Powerful

Poverty Makes Us Feel Powerless












image27.emf
BUT WE ARE NOT POWERLESS!
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HOW FREE ARE WE? DO WE HAVE THE 

LIBERTY TO LEARN?
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TELLING THE TRUTH ABOUT POVERTY



In 2013, approximately 21 percent of school-

age children were in families living in poverty. 

The percentage of school-age children living 

in poverty ranged across the United States 

from 9 percent in New Hampshire to 33 

percent in Mississippi. Source: Us Census 

Bureau 

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator_

cce.asp


Microsoft_PowerPoint_Slide29.sldx
Telling the truth about poverty

In 2013, approximately 21 percent of school-age children were in families living in poverty. The percentage of school-age children living in poverty ranged across the United States from 9 percent in New Hampshire to 33 percent in Mississippi. Source: Us Census Bureau https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator_cce.asp
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Persons In Household Poverty Threshold in Dollars

1

$11,770

2

$15,930

3

$20,090

4

$24,250

5

$28,410

6

$32,570

7

$36,730
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HIDDEN RULES AMONG CLASSES / FROM RUBY PAYNE'S "UNDERSTANDING POVERTY"

POVERTY

MIDDLE CLASS

WEALTH
One-of-a-kind objects, legacies,

POSSESSIONS People Things :
pedigrees.
MONEY To be used, spent. To be managed. To be conserved, invested.
: e o Is for connections. Financial,
PERSONALITY Is for entertainment. Sense of humor | If for acquisition and stability. it il i

is highly valued.

Achievement is highly valued.

highly valued.

SOCIAL EMPHASIS

Social inclusion of people he/she
likes.

Emphasis is on self-governance and
self-sufficiency.

Emphasis is on social exclusion.

Key question: Did you have enough?

Key question: Did you like it?

Key question: Was it presented well?

BOOD Quantity important. Quality important. Presentation important.
Clothing valued for individual style ahie va.lued Toss qua.hty o Clothing valued for its artistic sense
LS and expression of personality acceptance it norm of middle class. and expression. Designer important
p P ' Label important. P : &n P ;
Present most important. Dec1s1qns ot T Tradltlons and .hl.story most
TIME made for moment based on feelings > 2 ¢ important. Decisions made partially
5 made against future ramifications. 8 B
or survival. on basis of tradition and decorum.
Valued and revered as abstract but Crucial for climbing success ladder Necessary tradition for making and
EDUCATION : : N :
not as reality and making money. maintaining connections.
DESTINY Believes in fate. Cannot do much to Believes in choice. Can change future | Noblesse oblige.
mitigate chance. with good choices now. ("Nobility Obliges')
LANGUAGE Casual register. Language is about Formal register. Language is about Formal register. Language is about

survival.

negotiation.

networking.

FAMILY STRUCTURE

Tends to be matriarchal.

Tends to be patriarchal.

Depends on who has money.

Sees world in terms of national

See world in terms of international

WORLD VIEW Sees world in terms of local setting. . .
setting. view.
Love and acceptance conditional, L ove iad eecenton ot conditionzland Love and acceptance conditional and
LOVE based upon whether individual is P related to social standing and

liked.

based largely upon achievement.

connections.

DRIVING FORCES

Survival, relationships, entertainment.

Work, achievement.

Financial, political, social
connections.

HUMOR

About people and sex.

About situations.

About social faux pas.
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How free are we? Do we have the liberty to learn?
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Give me your tired, your poor,
your huddled masses

yearning to breathe free.

- written on the Statue of
Liberty in New York harbor

R
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

Do you believe all 

schools are equal?

ASK YOURSELF A HARD QUESTION
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Do you believe all schools are equal?



Ask Yourself a hard question
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What is possible?

Do you believe in 

an AP Not IEP 

School Culture?


Microsoft_PowerPoint_Slide35.sldx
What is possible?

Do you believe in an AP Not IEP School Culture?







Do you believe in
an AP NotlEP
School Culture?
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Wealthy 

Sites

$$$

Average 

Sites $$

Strategies

High 

Poverty 

Sites $

I wrote a 

book about 

possibilities.
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I FOUND THAT SCHOOL CULTURE FEEDS AN 

IEP NOT AP 

BELIEF SYSTEM THAT IS FIRMLY 

ENTRENCHED.
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I FOUND THAT SCHOOL CULTURE FEEDS AN iep Not AP belief system that is firmly entrenched.
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AND POVERTY ISN’T THE ONLY THREAT.
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And Poverty isn’t the only threat.
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AP NOT IEP IS AN ATTITUDE, A BELIEF 

SYSTEM, AND A SET OF EXPECTATIONS.
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WE ARE FEEDING A CYCLE OF 

“NEGATIVE FORECASTING”.
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We are feeding a cycle of “Negative forecasting”.

Copyright Education InSite 2018







image1.jpg














image40.emf
AN IEP MINDSET REINFORCES 

NEGATIVE THINKING
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"Negative stimuli produce more neural activity than 

do equally intense (e.g., loud, bright) positive ones, 

Hanson writes on his website. “They are also 

perceived more easily and quickly. For example, 

people in studies can identify angry faces faster than 

happy ones; even if they are shown these images so 

quickly (just a tenth of a second or so) that they 

cannot have any conscious recognition of them, the 

ancient fight-or-flight limbic system of the brain will 

still get activated by the angry faces.” Dr. Rick 

Hanson
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An iep mindset reinforces negative thinking
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"Negative stimuli produce more neural activity than do equally intense (e.g., loud, bright) positive ones, Hanson writes on his website. “They are also perceived more easily and quickly. For example, people in studies can identify angry faces faster than happy ones; even if they are shown these images so quickly (just a tenth of a second or so) that they cannot have any conscious recognition of them, the ancient fight-or-flight limbic system of the brain will still get activated by the angry faces.” Dr. Rick Hanson
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AN IEP CULTURE FEEDS THE 

AMYGDALAS.
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The brain as like "Velcro for negative 

experiences and Teflon for positive 

ones." While some individuals may be 

inherently more optimistic than others, 

it’s generally true that in order for 

positive experiences to “stick” in our 

brains as well as negative ones do, these 

positive experiences need to be held in 

our consciousness for a longer period of 

time. Dr. Rick Hanson
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An IEP Culture feeds the amygdalas.
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 The brain as like "Velcro for negative experiences and Teflon for positive ones." While some individuals may be inherently more optimistic than others, it’s generally true that in order for positive experiences to “stick” in our brains as well as negative ones do, these positive experiences need to be held in our consciousness for a longer period of time. Dr. Rick Hanson
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OUR PERCEPTIONS CAN FOOL US



Perceptions about Social 

Class



Perceptions about Destiny



Perceptions about School 

Culture.



Perceptions about 

Families and Communities
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Our perceptions can fool us



Perceptions about Social Class

Perceptions about Destiny

Perceptions about School Culture.

Perceptions about Families and Communities
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Remember what the philosopher 

Stephen Covey said? “Perception IS 

reality.” What might happen if we “see” 

poor schools from a different 

perspective? From behind a different 

filter?  It is what one calls a “paradigm 

shift”
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Remember what the philosopher Stephen Covey said? “Perception IS reality.” What might happen if we “see” poor schools from a different perspective? From behind a different filter?  It is what one calls a “paradigm shift”
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AP NOT IEP is An attitude, a Belief System, and a Set of Expectations.
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AP NOTIEP IS AN ATITUDE, A BELEF
SYSTEM, AND A SET OF EXPECTATION.
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RICH BRAIN SOCIAL MEDIA 

FOOTPRINT

POOR BRAIN SOCIAL MEDIA 

FOOTPRINT

Inquisitive and Independent projects

Come to School Every Day Ready to Learn

Transformative experience Think bigger

Focus on New Mosaic or Artwork in the site Focus on Bus Safety

Competitive High Standards

Video of Field Day or Thank you Tea for 

volunteers

Links to Test Scores

Upper School, Lower School

Academy

Grade Levels

Classrooms

Maximizing Creativity Maximizing Respect
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HOW DO THESE WORDS FIGURE INTO 

AN AP NOT IEP MENTALITY?
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I asked myself what might happen if I tried 

to identify and package “knock off 

versions” of rich brain school strategies.
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I CONSIDERED THE POSSIBILITY THAT…



We might “fool the brain” by 

adapting what I saw as RICH 

BRAIN knowledge, skills, and 

dispositions..



Using repurposed, 

rejuvenated, and reinvented 

curricula, materials, and 

practices already available.



Sort of a “shabby chic” 

approach.
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I considered the possibility that…

We might “fool the brain” by adapting what I saw as RICH BRAIN knowledge, skills, and dispositions..

Using repurposed, rejuvenated, and reinvented curricula, materials, and practices already available.

Sort of a “shabby chic” approach.
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ALL BRAINS CAN BE RICH BRAINS….



With enough words.



With the right 

experiences.



With attitudes that 

aspire, not attack.



With expectations for 

performances that build 

up brains.
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All brains can be rich brains….

With enough words.

With the right experiences.

With attitudes that aspire, not attack.

With expectations for performances that build up brains.
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